Application of critical pathways in the maternity nursing orientation process.
The creation of an individualized, systematic, and comprehensive clinical orientation is essential for the newly hired nurse, the nurse preceptor, and nursing managers. The development, implementation, and use of "orientation pathways" provides a framework that will produce an individualized orientation based on clinical experience, focus on specific criteria for patient care and unit duties, ensure completion of skill competency criteria within a specified time frame, and assist with identification of problems and/or weaknesses the nurse orientee may be experiencing.